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ALVIN TOIVER REUNION THIS JULY 6TH

a Scottish order.
Inside this issue:

Descendants of Alvin Tower and his siblings will hold a reunion this Sunday,
Atvin Tower Retattott,

Pa^e 1

July 6, 2008, at 11:00 A.M. at the Readsboro, VT Family Park on Route 100 in
R e a d s b o r o , V T.

jufy6, 2008
MajorS\orton Toavr, C'Jnt War
Prisontr, Part IV

Pa^e
1&3

Come and Enjoy the Camaraderie of Family! Bring your Old Photos and Family
Relics For Display! There will also be a 50-50 Raffle!

Pre.iidfnt'sMessaff:- DaiidQ Toatr 2

Nca'AmivtstNea'Aiemiftn, Pa^e 4
Vower lljittch eJ" C.ontact Injormalion

Bring a Pot Lucic Dish to Share with Attendees! Please Bring Beverages for Your
Own Family.
Coffee will be supplied, as will plates, cups, and utensils.

CALENDAR

REMINDERS

For Questions & Directions, contact Carol Marcheglani at 802-423-7674
or at canangel5@hotmail.com.
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Major Morton Tomr^ Civil War Prisoner^ Part 11^
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REUNION IN HINGHAM, MA
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This story, writfen by Major Tower, was submiffed by Rich Tower.
The first three Chapters appeared in the February-March, April,
and May 2008 Newsletters. This concludes the story.

HISTORICAL

At nightfall we once more started, and had travelled for about
three or four hours when we saw a large fire ahead of us. We
proceeded toward this, coming soon into a large field in which
were three haystacks. We could plainly see the fire, which
was near a road. We dared not approach nearer, and as the
haystacks offered a tempting bed we burrowed into the centre
of one, lay down and enjoyed our first real rest since leaving Richmond.

(1909-2009)
(Continued on Page 3)
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President's Message
By Damd C Tomr

It's been awhile since I've shared my thoughts with you. It's nice to be back.
I've been cruising the Atlantic, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Internet. The ocean cruise was a bit

more exciting than the Internet but not by much. I've probably read over 100 E-Mails concerning
our 2009 reunion during the last month or so.

Be assured that Pat Brown and her crew have been working very hard, in the background, to
make this upcoming reunion a memorable event. If you have never worked on one of these

committees, there is no way that you can imagine the effort, hard work and difficult decisions that
become almost a daily affair. It's a given that we'll never please everyone but we hope we'll end
up with something enjoyable for everyone.
At the last reunion, a few changes were made to our by-laws. One of those entailed the term of
the President. We all felt that it was advantageous for the society to limit the term of the President.
New blood and fresh ideas are needed every so often to keep an organization growing and
healthy. Although the by-laws state that the President's term of office is limited to being elected
twice (and I have been elected once), I have decided that it is time for me to step down and
allow those new ideas to lead us into the future. When we made the changes to the by-laws, we
anticipated that the President would be in office from four to six years. When we have our
election at the 2009 reunion, I will have served almost six years, so it is time to pass the baton and
give all of you a chance to elect your next President, or, better yet, be the next President.
I plan to stay very active in the society and will continue to work on the Tower Genealogy. One of
the reasons I am stepping down as President is that 1 want to continue to enjoy all the cruising that I
mentioned above, and I want to be able to spend more time on the genealogical side of the
business.

Having said all that, we now need some volunteers. I know we will be twisting arms to get
someone to volunteer for the President's spot, so I'm wondering if there isn't someone out there
who would like to put their name on the ballot. We also have a couple of Directors spots to fill,
one of which is the Recording Secretary. Is there someone out there with shorthand or quick
typing skills who can be online with a computer?
Enough said. We'll have more details about the reunion in the next issue. I'm looking forward to
seeing all of you there.

David

C.

President
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Ma/or Morton Tower, Civil War Prisoner, Part I
(Continued from Page 1)

Next morning, feeling much refreshed, we concluded to travel for a few hours and find a safe hiding-place, as
we thought the haystacks, from their position, too conspicuous. We passed around the place where we had
seen the fire on the previous night, when we came to a wood where we had a plain view of the Williamsburg
turnpike. We had been lying down for an hour or two when we saw coming from the direction of Willamsburg
a troop of cavalry. As they approached near enough for us to distinguish their uniforms and equipments, we
felt sure they were Union. We waved our hats to them, when they broke into a gallop and came cheering to
where we stood. We found them to be a company of the Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry, commanded by Cap
tain Ackerly, coming out from the camp at Williamsburg to relieve a company that had been sent out to help
escaping prisoners, they having heard of the escape from officers already arrived. The fires we had seen in
the night had been built by these troops, thinking they might be seen by the fugitives.
We stayed at this place all day. Captain Ackerly furnished us with horses, and with the company we rode to
Williamsburg, a distance of about eight miles, where we found several officers who had succeeded in escap
ing. We were received with open arms by every one, were furnished with a tent, plenty of blankets and eat
ables, which we had been almost without since leaving Richmond seven days before, and from which place
we took with us two small boxes of sardines, a piece of bologna sausage about four inches long that we had
saved from boxes received from home, and two small pieces of Confederate cornbread. These were all the

rations used by us during our wanderings, excepting the bread we received from the only house we visited.
We slept well that night and were up when the sunrise gun was fired and reveille sounded. We saw the flag
raised, and never did a flag look as handsome to us as "Old Glory" did that morning. One who has not
passed through the hardships experienced by us the last eight months could hardly imagine the joy we felt in
knowing that we were once more really free. One hundred and nine officers escaped through the tunnel, fiftythree of whom succeeded in reaching our lines. From Williamsburg we were sent to Yorktown in ambu
lances, from which place some thirty of us were sent by steamer to Fortress Monroe, where we were received
by Gen. B. F. Butler, who placed everything in Hygeia Hotel at our disposal. Next morning General Butler de
tailed an escort for us, with which we proceeded, passing through Baltimore, and upon arriving at Washington
marched to the White House where we were received by President Lincoln. The news of our escape had pre
ceded us, and all along the route from Fortress Monroe to Washington we were constantly receiving ovations
from the crowds of people that thronged our way. The officers on board the boat that conveyed us from
Yorktown to Fortress Monroe did not apparently know who we were. As we left the former place we occupied
the cabin, and of course were jubilant and very noisy. Soon the captain of the boat came into the cabin and
said, 'This noise must be stopped." He then left, but soon reappeared and asked, "Are you the men that es
caped from Libby?" We replied, "Yes." He then said, "Make all the damned noise you please."
Aboard the same boat was the celebrated Miss Dix, of sanitary and soldiers' hospital fame. She was greatly
interested in us and our adventures, and invited us all to visit her in her home at Washington. At the Capitol
there was the usual amount of "red tape." We had received orders to be paid off, and had been allowed thirty
days "leave of absence." For two days I vainly tried to get my pay, visiting the Treasury Department each
morning. On the third morning I again presented myself there, and was met by the usual answer "that I would
have to wait." I remarked "that it was mighty hard that a man who had just spent eight months in Libby
Prison, and with a thirty days' leave of absence In his pocket, could not get the wherewithal to go home." As I
said this a kindly looking gentleman, who stood beside me, asked my name, rank, and regiment, saying,
"Wait a moment." He left, but soon returned, handing me a check for my pay. He then handed me his card,
and on it I found inscribed the name of Walt Whitman, known as the poet and soldier's friend.
Thus ended my experience as a Union prisoner of war.
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Note from your Reunion Coordinator
PAT R I C I A B R O W N

Roselyn 11 & Christopher Todd Brown
(Todd & Lynn) announce an addition to
their family: Madelyn Michelle Brown was
born on June 19,2008, in Woodstock, Ga,

She weighed 8 lbs 6 oz, is 20' long, and
has blond hair. Her brother Tommy is 5.
Madelyn's Grandmother is our new TGS
Member, Roselyn Tower Palmer (see
below).

Neu^ Members
Our new TGS Lifetime Member is Roselyn Irene (Tower)
Palmer, of Summerville SC. Her lineage is: Roselyn Tower

(10), John H. (9), Douglas E. (8), Charles S. (7), William (6),
Lucy (5), Laban (4), Peter (3), Benjamin (2), and John 1). She
also has a second line which is the same from generation 10 to

4, then Ann (3) — married Peter (3), Samuel (2), and John (1).

Please let us know about anv reunions scheduled for the

coming year! Those reunions ore ideal places to reach
members of the Tower family who ore not members of the
Tower Genealogical Society. We would like to invite as many
members of this family as we can to the big reunion in 2009.

Email:brownp@charter.net, Phone: cell 805-878-2663,
house 805-481-7675.
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L E X I N G T O N PA R K , M A R Y L A N D 2 0 6 5 3

PHONE / FAX: 301-737-2361
CELL:

240-538-7138

EMAIU SUMMERSTGS@AOECOM

The Tomr Ranch, British Columbia

RHNEl^ YOUR MEMBERSHIP NQIT
TGS BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
O f fi c e r s :
D AV I D T O W i R . P r e s i d e n t .
219 Amherst Lane, Crossviile. TN 38558;

PHIUP TOWER. Vice-President,
3203 E. McKinley Rd., Midland, Ml 48640;
JOHN TOWER, Executive Secretary,
83 Heother Ln., Rutland, VT 05701-9362;

CAROL (Angelo) AAARCHEGIANI, Treasurer, 7698 Vermont Route
100, Reodsboro, VT 05350;
Directors:

One of the long-time members of TGS is Leila Tower, whose
late husband, Stanley Charles Tower, and many other members

of his family are also members, Stan's dream was to build a
ranch community and golf course in Canada's beautiful
Okanagan Valley, in Kelowna, east of Vancouver, British
Columbia, Although his accidental death prevented Stan from
seeing his project to completion, it was finally been launched in
2007 and is now almost entirely completed.
Stan and Leila attended many Tower reunions in the U.S. and

made numerous friends among the Tower "cousins." You can
"visif the ranch project at MyTowerRanch.com.
Stan's lineage is Stanley (11) Roy Adolphus (10), Arthur
Wellington (9), Charles Gunn (8), David (7), David (6),
Ichabod (5), Gideon (4), Benjamin (3), John (2), John (1).

GEORGENA MILLER,
977 E. Glass Rd., Orlonville, Ml 48462:
B E R N A R D TO W E R ,
1304 Via Hielo, Santa Mario, CA 93454;
R O X A N N E S U M A A E R S , N e w s l e t t e r E d i t o r,

46200 Sylvan Court, Lexington Park MD 20653

NEED

VOLUME

I

BOOKS

Jo Miller and Olga Alber would like to buy a hard
copy of the Tower Genealogy Volume I. If you
have one to sell, please contact Jo at

danandjomiller(gtotalusa.net or write to her:
977 E. Glass Rd., Ortonville MI 48462.

We hope that, despite the distance, Leila and other Tower
relatives will be able to attend our National Reunion in 2009.
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